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Operator:
Hello and welcome to the WWE Tribute to the Troops conference call. At the request of NBC, this call is being recorded for instant replay purposes. The replay number is (888) 562-2900. And a transcript of the call is also being made. 

With us on today’s call from the WWE Tribute to the Troops are John Cena and Art Myers. Also on the call are Carol Janson and Sharon Pannozzo of NBC. 

Carol Janson:
Great. Sharon? 
Sharon Pannozzo:
Well hello everybody and thank you for your patience. I’d like to welcome you to our conference call. We really appreciate your participation. 


Today we have John Cena, WWE Superstar here to talk about his experience and the special WWE Tribute to the Troops. 


I think you’re all aware if you’ve been watching the news that the WWE was over there this past weekend and have recently returned. So we’d love to talk to John about his experience over there, as well as the special that will air on NBC Saturday, December 20 at 9:00 pm Eastern. 

So I’d like to open this to questions for John. Art Myers, unfortunately, is delayed and will be joining us shortly on this call. So let’s direct our questions to John.

Carol Janson:
And to ask a question, please press star 1 on your touchtone phone. And no shy journalists today, no shy journalists you understand? And John, why don’t you say hello to everybody? He has such a great voice. 

John Cena:
Well thanks for the introduction. If you got a rotary phone, we’ll think of some other way you can ask a question. But please, whatever you guys want to talk about, I’m open to talk about whatever’s on your mind. 

Carol Janson:
Okay. 

Operator:
Thank you. The first question comes from April MacIntyre, Monsters and Critics. 

April MacIntyre:
Hey John, thanks for your time. 

John Cena:
Well thank you. 

April MacIntyre:
How did you get involved in this event?

John Cena:
Believe it or not, this was all the brainchild of a Superstar we have called John Layfield about eight years ago. He got in - was going to see troops in Kuwait and that spawned a relationship with Armed Forced Entertainment. 

Mr. Layfield then approached our Chairman, Vince McMahon, about possibly taking an entire crew over there not on a handshake tour like most celebrities do, but to actually perform which is something that, you know, athletes and celebrities don’t usually get to do when they go on those good will tours…

April MacIntyre:
Right. 

John Cena:
…into a war zone. So our Chairman loved the idea and it took a little bit of planning. But six years ago we made our first trip over there and we filmed our first Tribute to the Troops special, and it’s been getting better every year. 

April MacIntyre:
That’s so cool. Hey, do the wrestlers volunteer to do this or is it handed - is it sort of handed down by the company?

John Cena:
No, completely volunteer basis and you don’t have to go if you don’t want to because obviously it is a conflict area, and there are some risks involved. 


But the list has become so hard to get to be a part of. It’s like we have to turn people away every year. 

April MacIntyre:
Right. Well, coming off an injury - you had an injury this year that was pretty severe, didn’t you?

John Cena:
Yeah, I broke my neck. 

April MacIntyre:
Yeah. 

John Cena:
How about that?

April MacIntyre:
Yeah I mean, well how important was it for you to be part of this event given that you, you know, you nearly died?

John Cena:
Well after saying that, I guess me being part of any event would be pretty important. 

April MacIntyre:
Yeah. 

John Cena:
But I actually went over there last year as well with a torn pectoral muscle. That was the first time I had been seen on television since my injury last year. 


And going over there, you know, fresh out of surgery - a spinal fusion surgery was - I think it’s just a testament to show much, not only I hope this trip in regard, but the entire WWE. 


This is a very special event for us. We’re privileged of the fact that this year it’s on NBC and even this year the Commander in Chief himself has given us the opening of the show.

April MacIntyre:
Wow. 

John Cena:
So more people are getting on board with this thing and it’s a very special trip for us as a company. And obviously, me going over there pretty much injured the past two years, it shows how much…

April MacIntyre:
Sure.

John Cena:
…I really am motivated by the trip.

April MacIntyre:
Wonderful. I’ll come back when Mr. Myers is on line. Thank you. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Operator:
Monica Sotomayor, Flash News. 

Monica Sotomayor:
Hey John, thanks so much for your time today. 

John Cena:
You got it. What’s on your mind?

Monica Sotomayor:
So I’m wondering what is it about, you know, the WWE shows wrestling that it’s a true love when you guys go out there because I’m sure they just go crazy for your guys?

John Cena:
Well they do and after being - this year was my fifth year going over there. And they are certainly very proud to be doing their jobs over there and that was the one message that they always want us to send back, that they’re doing the best they can. 


This is what they signed up for and they certainly are in the best place that they possibly can be at the given moment. The problem is the redundancy. It is a bit of a Groundhog Day scenario over there. 


They do the same thing over and over, and over again. So to have visitors is one thing, but to have - like I said before, to have visitors that come, set up shop and film a television show that we would normally film domestically. 

I mean we bring our whole rigs over there. We bring our video boards. We bring our staging, our ring, our barricades. We set up a television show from their base. 

So you want to talk about, you know, interrupting a daily routine, we do it the way the WWE would do it: over the top and loud. 

So I mean that’s - I think that’s what they enjoy most is just the fact that for a couple hours on the day that we film they really get a break in their normal routine and they really get to let their hair down and relax. 

Monica Sotomayor:
Okay. And I’ve been to, you know, like some UFC matches where it was all just the troops and everything, and the crowd is crazy. I’ve never seen anything like it. 


Do they really get you guys fired up in the ring? Like is it unlike any other crowd you, you know, perform for?
John Cena:
Well the main vision behind WWE is to involve the - its fans as much as its Superstars. We have the luxury of really being the number one entertainment company in the world.


So we go over there with the notion to entertain the troops first and foremost. And we let them become a - more of a part of the show as - you know, as much a part of the show as the Superstars are. 

So I think that’s something that we bring that really nobody else can. And they are a fiery group of folks over there. 

Monica Sotomayor:
Yeah. 

John Cena:
So, you know, when we get - when we set up our shop and our Superstars go out and do their thing, it just fuels them to get more excited. 
Monica Sotomayor:
Yeah, definitely. And, you know, these guys are - troops are all usually pretty big and nice and athletic, in shape and everything. Are you guys ever scouting for like new WWE recruits at these events?

John Cena:
We are always scouting anywhere. It doesn’t matter where we find them. You never know who the next WWE Superstar is. 


But I’ll be honest with you, every person over there serving their country is proud to be doing what they’re doing. 

Monica Sotomayor:
All right, well thanks so much John. I’ll come back later. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Operator:
Heather Turk, What’s On Magazine. 
Heather Turk:
Hey John, thanks for doing the call. 

John Cena:
Heather, what’s on?

Heather Turk:
Now what is - obviously over here we get whatever the media wants us to get. So what do you think, being over there five years now, is the biggest misconception we have about the troops?

John Cena:
I’ll tell you, I’ve been over there five years. I’ve been to Iraq four and I’ve been to Afghanistan one. And I’ve seen progress being made over there. 


But the biggest surprise to me every single year that I go over there is morale is unbelievably high and that is across the board. I mean I’ve been to forward operating bases pretty much on the front line and these people are proud to be doing what they’re doing. 


I think every once in awhile some reinforcement from the folks back home - I really am impressed with the whole Support the Troops movement. I think people here domestically have no idea what that does to everybody overseas.


The fact that people at home -- whether they’re for or against what’s going on -- the fact that they just support the people that are willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for this great nation, I think that makes just worlds of difference to the people over there. 


But that was the biggest surprise to me, the fact that morale has just been really, really high every time I’ve been over there. 

Heather Turk:
And how does this compare to Wrestlemania in your books?

John Cena:
This is extra special because this is a broadcast for the people that can’t make it. This is a broadcast for the people who have a different agenda and their agenda is pretty much protecting the freedom of this great nation. 


You know what I mean? Wrestlemania is an open forum where it - no matter what you do for your line of work, if you can buy a ticket you can make it there. And it is a big show. It’s our grandest stage of them all. 


But this is the WWE’s chance to reach out to those people who have no shot at being at Wrestlemania and more importantly, no shot at being domestic for a very important holiday season. 


I think this - I have a soft spot for the military so for me this ranks above Wrestlemania on my To-Do List, but even if you talk to the Chairman of our company, he’ll share my opinions on that. 


It’s a very, very important trip for us and I think that’s why you see us going back every year. 

Heather Turk:
All right, thank you so much. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Operator:
Joe Szczechowski, Press Focus Newspapers. 

Joe Szczechowski:
Hey John, nice to talk with you. I saw you last night. I was at the Raw performance. 

John Cena:
Oh, right on. 

Joe Szczechowski:
And it was a great - yeah, it was a great show, great show. 

John Cena:
Cool. 

Joe Szczechowski:
No matter how many boos you ever hear in Philly most of the people in Philly love you. 

John Cena:
Believe it or not, they were actually okay last night. I was really expecting it to be much worse. Yeah.

Joe Szczechowski:
They were. I was at Raw last year and they were a little rough on you. 

John Cena:
Yeah, well it’s Philadelphia. 

Joe Szczechowski:
But it’s just that Boston connection, John. That’s all it is. 

John Cena:
Rugged crowd over there. 

Joe Szczechowski:
It’s always that Boston connection. Anyhow, I wanted to talk a little bit about the logistics. I mean how many wrestlers did go over? How long were you there? 


And was - were - I know it’s a huge setup, so were you only able to do one show and did you bring the troops in for that, or were you able to do a couple of satellite things?

John Cena:
No. What our format usually is, is anywhere from a three to five day trip. We travel on a C-17 military aircraft. That is cast, crew, gear, everything. 

I don’t know the names and numbers. If you’re not familiar with it, the C-17 is the second largest cargo plane in the military library, a C-5 being the biggest. And that is just pretty much an airborne aircraft carrier. 

A C-17 can fit, I believe, 110,000 pounds worth of cargo. So we pretty much pack up our ring, the Titantrons, the ramps, the barricades, all the HD production stuff, our entire crew, all the Superstars. 

We get on one plane. We fly over there. We spend anywhere from three to five days over there. The first two to four days are virtually the Superstars trying to meet as many of the troops as we can while our crew is building the set. 

So we only do film one show, usually from a central camp. This year it was Camp Liberty. We’ve also filmed in the past from Camp Speicher. 

And that’s a place where we know we can get the show out to as many troops as we can. It’s a central operating base where troops can come in from forward operating bases or scouting posts on leisure time and a lot of troops are stationed at Liberty in general. 

So we have from anywhere - on the day of the show, I would say 6000 to 10,000 troops attending the performance which is the goal. 

But for the days leading up to the performance we break our group of Superstars down into about four mini groups and try to meet as many of the men and women that defend this country as we can. 
Joe Szczechowski:
Yeah. How many Superstars and Divas made the trip this year?
John Cena:
I would say we had - I would say anywhere from 20 to 25 is a safe estimation. We usually send out about four groups of five Superstars a piece. 

Joe Szczechowski:
Oh wow. And, you know, I know the WWE has kind of taken up the mantle of what Bob Hope used to do with the yearly visits and I know it’s a great thing when the troops can kind of count on entertainers to be there and perform. 


I know a lot of entertainers make sporadic trips. But I mean, this is something that they’ve kind of come to count on year after year. 


I remember, you know, with the Hope shows there were always the news about close calls and things where, you know, they were a little too close to the action. Over the years that you’ve been overseas, have there been any close calls or any…

John Cena:
Yeah, nothing with the - nothing with IED’s which is a big problem over there right now, which is like a landmine device. We’ve been shelled a few times with mortar fire. That was very early on, 2003 to 2005. 


The conflict down there really is calming down. I talked to Major General Hammond for a bit. He’s in charge of the 4th Infantry Division. 


And he was explaining that casualties are down about 75% for his deployment which that speaks volumes to the progress that everybody is making over there, that they’re not only acting as police they’re acting as administrators and setting up a network where the Iraqis can take that over themselves. They’re really doing a heck of a job over there. 

Joe Szczechowski:
Great. Well I’ll let you go. I’ll come back a little bit later. 
John Cena:
You got it. 

Joe Szczechowski:
Thank you, John. 

Operator:
Jay Nanda, 210 San Antonio, Texas. 
Jay Nanda:
Hi John, how are you doing? It’s a privilege to talk to you.

John Cena:
How are you doing?

Jay Nanda:
Good, big fan as well as a journalist. One thing I wanted to ask you was in years past when I’ve watched this Christmas episode, I’m always fascinated about how you larger-than-life Superstars, in both popularity as well as physique, are pretty much brought down to size so to speak with this experience of going to Iraq. 


Can you just explain to everybody how humbling this is for you year and after?

John Cena:
Well I mean I can only speak from a personal standpoint. I guess everybody has their reasons for going and getting emotional. I’ve said it before, I’ll say it again: I support the military. 


If I wasn’t doing what I was doing I’d probably be attempting to be the best soldier I could be. I don’t know if I could hack it. They got a pretty tough life over there. 


But it just gives me such a sense of great pride to be able to do something for the men and women who defend the freedom of this country. I love the United States of America. I truly believe it’s the greatest country in the world. 


And those folks that are over there in the situation where yes, they did sign up for it, yes they’re proud to do their duty but like any human being you want to be in a family situation for the holiday. 


And they can’t be there, so what we do in the WWE is try to give them a little bit of slice of home. And in turn, they remind us how much it boosts their morale. 


But they have no idea that just me being surrounded by that element is such a morale boost to myself as well. 
Jay Nanda:
Sure. And because this is the first year that the program is on NBC, therefore, pretty much being able to reach out exposure-wise to people who may not watch wrestling on a regular basis, were you guys - did you guys do anything differently for the broadcast of this show as opposed to the previous five years?
John Cena:
No, I don’t think we would - we certainly wouldn’t, you know, rob the men and women of the armed services of the WWE experience. We put on a regular program. 


It’s an hour-long show with WWE Superstars, as well as, you know, celebrity shout-outs to the troops. Like I said, the Commander in Chief is opening the show for us. 

Jay Nanda:
Right. 

John Cena:
And certainly most importantly, shout-outs from the troops to their families, that’s - you know, we try to make them as much of the special as we can. So I mean it really is - we didn’t take any shorts. It’s a WWE broadcast. 

Jay Nanda:
Awesome. Thank you very much. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Operator:
Scott Fishman, Miami Herald. 

Scott Fishman:
Hey John, how’s it going?

John Cena:
Pretty good man. 

Scott Fishman:
All right. It seems like every time you go and then all the Superstars, and even staff, have some unique stories to tell and moments that strike you. Was there a particular moment -- in particular -- that struck you, maybe visiting one of the members of the troops in the hospital or something that you saw?

John Cena:
No we - this year, really the thing that struck me was meeting the guy in command of the 4th Infantry Division. I mentioned his name before. It’s Major General Hammond. 


He is a former football player for Southern Miss and he was the quarterback right before Brett Favre arrived over there. 


And he, not only is a great leader -- and you could just tell by his bravado -- but cares so much about those serving under him and just is such a great motivator because he knows what those guys and gals are going through and he knows that they have a 15-month deployment. 


And he’s just so very proud of his soldiers, very interactive on all levels. Whether, you know, you’re a Private or a Sergeant, or whatever your rank, he certainly makes it a point to try to reach out to everybody. 


And I really thought that was the finest example of leadership by example. Here’s a guy who really doesn’t need to be doing as much as he’s doing to reach out to the people that are working under him. 


But when he does, everybody speaks so highly of him and they’re so proud to be a member of that 4th Infantry Division. It just - his leadership just struck me. It was something that I was glad to be able to be a part of. 

Scott Fishman:
In prior years you had a two-hour format to work with. This year it’s one hour. How difficult is it to fit everything that you want to from a production standpoint? 


I know you’re a performer, but also from a production side of things to get everything that you want to show to an audience - a large audience this year. How (unintelligible)…
John Cena:
Oh, I don’t - from a production standpoint we probably have about a three and a half hour broadcast. It simply means that they’ll get the absolute best that we got. 


I mean we certainly put on all the matches we need to put on. But if some of those need to get cut to get the message across, then that certainly is - you know, the reason we’re there is the troops. 


And we’ll make sure to fit our message in, in 60 minutes. I just - I know the show is going to be awesome. We have more than enough great footage to put our best foot forward on NBC. 

Scott Fishman:
Has your idea or perspective changed over the years going over there from any preconceived notions that you had before, watching the media and everything, and then actually going there?

John Cena:
No I mean kindly - you know, I kind of use the media as it is. You kind of got to take it as it is. My attitude certainly has changed. 


I remember my first few years going over there, you know, you want to do as much fun stuff as you can selfishly. It’s your first time around that sort of environment and you - my first time seeing howitzer cannons and, you know, mortar fire, and 50-caliber machine guns and stuff like that. And I’m a big kid, and that’s the stuff that I’m into. 


So selfishly I wanted to be as much a part of that as I could. Now, my focus has shifted to where it needs to be and that certainly is meeting as many of these men and women as possible, traveling to as many of these forward operating bases that we can get to, and really doing what we can do to boost morale. 


It does nothing for the troops’ morale for me to want to fire off their weapons. You know, I mean it does everything for their morale to meet - for me to meet as many of the people as I can and really relay the message that not only myself, not only the WWE, but the United States of America is so very proud of what they do. 

Scott Fishman:
All right, thank you very much. 

Operator:
Ann Oldenburg, USA Today. 
Ann Oldenburg:
Hi. 

John Cena:
Ann, how are you doing?

Ann Oldenburg:
Good. I know you sort of answered this, but one of my questions is how dangerous is it? I mean are you not worried at all? You have to be somewhat concerned, right?

John Cena:
No, even the first I went over there in 2003, the - it - I’m surrounded by the - I call them the most - the bravest, most confident group of ass-kickers in the universe. They - I’ve never felt safer in my entire life. 


They certainly take great care of us and all - I mean stepping outside of your house is always a risk. There’s a risk in everything and I know certainly that I’m in a combat zone. 


But they put our safety first and foremost, even when we travel to the very front lines. They always brief us on what to do in case of an emergency, what to do if something happens. 


And these men and women certainly have their areas protected. A lot of the conflict comes with when they bring their parties out on search parties or patrols. 


IED’s are a big problem, which I said, which is an explosive landmine device. There’s not much incoming fire. They’ve done a good job of suppressing that. 


But it is risky. But I - like I said, I’ve never felt safer in my life. Those men and women certainly have their act together over there. 

Ann Oldenburg:
Great. And do you know why you all are the only entertainment there this holiday or is that better a question for…
John Cena:
I - you know what? I don’t know why we were the only group. 

Ann Oldenburg:
Okay. 

John Cena:
I know certainly that they couldn’t kick us out if they tried. We’re - as long as those folks are over there, we’re going to go back every year. And we just try to time it so we go back the same time every year because the US Army is over there on a 15-month -- they’re soon to be cut back to 14-month -- deployments.


So the reason we go every year is we hit a new division every year that we’re over there. That way a new - you know, we can help a new group every single time we’re over there and meet the maximum amount of troops that we can.

Ann Oldenburg:
And do the troops get involved in the show at all? I know…

John Cena:
Sometimes they do, sometimes they don’t. You never can tell with us. The WWE is a very spur of the moment, live broadcast. And I - this year - I don’t mean to give away a little piece of the program. 


But we took our giant over there with us. His name is the Big Show. He runs about 7 feet, 500 pounds. And I don’t know if it’s going to be in the program or not. I really hope it is because he decided to go crowd surfing. 


And I told him it was a bad idea, but those soldiers held him up, and I saw a 7-foot, 500 pound giant go crowd surfing on the United States’ finest. So it was…

Ann Oldenburg:
That’s great. 

John Cena:
They certainly got involved in the show this year. 

Ann Oldenburg:
And is there one star that really makes them go crazy or is it everybody, or is it you?

John Cena:
No, no it’s certainly everybody. It’s - I just think the experience, the fact that they can be involved and the fact that they can show that they’re just as excited, just as rowdy as any WWE fan. And I just - I really think it’s the whole experience. 

Ann Oldenburg:
Okay, thank you. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Sharon Pannozzo:
Excuse me, this is Sharon. I’d like to interrupt for one moment. Art Myers is now available. Can you please, (Audra), call him on that number and conference him in?

Operator:
Sure. Would you like me to open the next question before I do that?

Sharon Pannozzo:
Actually I’d like to get him on the line, if that’s okay?

Operator:
Great, will do. Thank you. 

Sharon Pannozzo:
Thank you. 

Operator:
Excuse me, Mr. Myers has joined. 
Sharon Pannozzo:
Wonderful. Thank you. 

Operator:
You're welcome. And the next question comes from Joe O’Gara, Nuvo Newsweekly. 

Joe O’Gara:
Hey John, how’s it going?

John Cena:
Good man. 

Joe O’Gara:
Hey, I’m a Veteran and I want to say thanks to you, to Mr. McMahon and all of the WWE for, you know, like you said lifting the morale of those guys so far from home on the holidays. 


I think it’s great that you guys are doing that and I hope you keep it up. Hopefully you don’t have to keep going over there much longer. 

John Cena:
Well that’s okay. 

Joe O’Gara:
You know what I mean?

John Cena:
It’s our pleasure. I think it will become a standing tradition with the WWE. No matter where the guys and girls are at, we’ll make sure they get a little slice of home for the holidays.

Joe O’Gara:
Well thanks again from one Veteran, and many others. Anyway, so you said you cut it down to an hour and, you know, obviously a lot - like you said you had a lot of footage to choose from. 


Can you tell us who you faced over there or should we wait to see the show on December 20?
John Cena:
My goodness, that’s giving away the finish to a movie. I can’t do that. You’re going to have to wait and see the show. That’s where the action is.

Joe O’Gara:
Were you - when you were supposed to do this in 2003, what was your initial reaction when they said hey John, do you want to go over and entertain the troops?

John Cena:
I absolutely said yes, first and foremost and that’s why I’ve been - the only year that I’ve missed, I was in the last day of filming on the move of The Marine. 


I had a conference call with Vince McMahon to try to get any sort of transport. I even tried to get Australian military transport to try to make the show. 


And I was so disappointed that I couldn’t be there. But I’m the first in line every year to say that I want to go. I think it’s a great idea. I think it’s a great trip. And it’s certainly something that I’m proud to show that I support. 

Joe O’Gara:
Okay, when you come back and you, you know, you go do the shows around the country, do you get to running into any of these troops that say hey, I saw you over there back in 2003 or 2004, man?

John Cena:
I get that all the time, not only at performances but at airports - all the time. We were fortunate enough - a young gentleman from the Air Force, Sergeant (Tripp), who was on the C-17 on the way there and on the way back with us, so he spent a lot of time with us. 


He just recently brought his wife and his family. It was - they’re all big fans. He got to go to the Raw broadcast in Philadelphia last night. 

Joe O’Gara:
Yeah, that’s cool. Well again, thanks again. I’ll try to get back in here a little bit later. 

John Cena:
Absolute pleasure, man. Thank you. 

Operator:
Troy Rogers, TheDeadbolt.com. 

Troy Rogers:
Hey John, how are you doing?

John Cena:
Hello. 

Troy Rogers:
Hi, how are you doing?

John Cena:
Good. 

Troy Rogers:
Now I noticed on your DVD box set that you have a collection of military souvenirs. 

John Cena:
Yes. 

Troy Rogers:
I was just curious what did you pick up over there this time or did you get…

John Cena:
I think the word has gotten out over there that I’m a little bit of a stooge for military souvenirs because - one thing I always try to get for myself is - a little (key tick) that I have myself is a combat fired shell of munitions, whether it be a 762 or 50-caliber, or, you know, whatever I can find that’s actually been used. 


And I kind of fill it with dirt from Iraq. So I got five of those at my house, one for every year that I’ve been over there…

Troy Rogers:
Cool. 

John Cena:
…which is kind of something that I take for me. But the biggest thing over there is military coins and combat patches. Units, divisions have certain military coins that represent their division or their unit, or their operation, or whatever they do. You’re given these coins by usually ranking officers. 


So, you know, Generals or Commanders, or Colonels, or people in charge. Soldiers will often give me their combat badges which is - that’s a pretty esteemed honor because you’re not supposed to have them unless you’ve served in combat over in the war zone. 

Troy Rogers:
I see. 

John Cena:
So it’s an honor when somebody hands you a coin or a patch because it’s almost like you’re accepted into the group. And that is the utmost form of flattery. 

Troy Rogers:
So it would be the same idea as getting like a green beret (unintelligible)…

John Cena:
Yes, it would be very much equivalent to that. And it’s just - it’s the utmost show of respect. And it - I have a ton of them from this year. They came pouring out. 


There was a portion where they were raining down on us in the ring on the show, so it was pretty good. 

Troy Rogers:
Excellent. Now in addition to all the things that you’ve accomplished in your career, where does this stuff rank for you?

John Cena:
This is the most important trip of the year for me. I think the WWE is really on to something. I thank Armed Forces Entertainment for letting us even do this trip. 


We get better and better at it every year, from organization to execution, the whole way through. And, you know, it’s the trip of the year for us. It certainly speaks volumes of how we feel as a company towards the military. 

Troy Rogers:
Excellent. Now have you ever entertained the idea of joining the military?

John Cena:
Yeah, absolutely. If this - believe it or not, I fell into this gig kind of by mistake. A friend of mine, just in passing, said - you know, asked me if I wanted to become a wrestler. 


And of course I had always wanted to, but never knew how to do it. But I was working a dead end job going nowhere, and I was going to try my luck at OTS, Officer Training School for the United States Marine Corps. 


I don’t know if I would’ve made it because I got a chance to spend two days over Parris Island and they whipped my butt pretty good. 

Troy Rogers:
Yeah. 

John Cena:
But it certainly was - that’s where I would’ve ended up. I would’ve ended up in one of the branches. 

Troy Rogers:
Nice. Now what did you see over there that we’re not seeing on the news?

John Cena:
Well just honestly, it’s real positive over there man. I mean the biggest drawback is the fact that these guys and gals are doing the same thing everyday. 


They’re just so proud to be making gains and to be making progress. It’s visual progress. 


It’s like not running into your friend for a year and then seeing them a year later. You notice the changes right away, if there are any. Going back every December, you can see the changes every single year. 


And every single year it gets better. And not only can you visibly see the changes, when you hear statistics like casualties down in the division in Camp Liberty by 75%, that just - it just goes to show that it’s coming together over there. 


It’s - I don’t know, it’s a tough situation because you never want to be in conflict. But it’s always- you know, it’s always a positive idea to know that what they’re doing over there is actually working. 
Troy Rogers:
Okay. Now do the soldiers get more excited about you or the pretty girls?

John Cena:
The Divas hold the number one spot. I don’t care how many championship belts I could bring over there. I could bring fireworks. I could bring anything. 


The - those girls certainly hold the number one spot. They are saints for going over there. They are so beautiful and so great to the troops. And the guys just absolutely love them. They are the Superstars on that trip. 

Troy Rogers:
Yeah, I can see why. Actually, Art are you on the line?

Art Myers:
Yes, I’m on the line. 

Troy Rogers:
Excellent. I just have one quick thing for you. Now you take these guys out of the Green Zone, right?

Art Myers:
We went to the Green Zone the first time but when we actually land, we actually land on a main base in Iraq. 

Troy Rogers:
Okay. And when you’re going to the forward operating bases, what’s the logistics involved in that?

Art Myers:
Well what we do is we arrange it with the commanding general and we use a Blackhawk for all transportation. I need to tell you the first year we were down there in 2003, we actually took a bus from the main base to the Green Zone, and actually toured part of Baghdad. 


Of course, we haven’t done that since but the mode of transportation throughout Iraq is Blackhawks for us. So that’s mainly what we’ve been using. 

Troy Rogers:
Okay, excellent. That’s all I have for your guys. Thanks a lot. 

John Cena:
Thank you. 

Art Myers:
Sure. 

Operator:
Fred Topel, CraveOnline. 

Fred Topel:
Hi. I have a few questions for John. 

John Cena:
Yeah?

Fred Topel:
Since you did The Marine, do you have an extra special connection with the troops over there?

John Cena:
Of course, although The Marine was just a movie and very little of it was about actually service in the Marine Corps. One of the added bonuses that I got was actually touring a bunch of military bases. 


We premiered the movie at Camp Pendleton in front of the Marine Corps. And I got - like I said, I got trained for two days at Parris Island which is my description of hell on earth. 


They whipped me up pretty good over there. And it just - that - those two days showed me just such a newfound respect for what these men and women go through just to get in. 


And then when they’re in, the sacrifice they make for their country, it was - that really put me on par as to what it takes to wear that uniform. 

Fred Topel:
But do they look at you differently since you did that film?

John Cena:
You know, that’s - they certainly all have positive things to say about it. But a lot of the Army guys wish it was called The Army instead of The Marine. 


But no, they - I think it - there is a little bit of a gateway to a mutual respect. You know, them knowing that I did spend a couple days over there certainly helps. 

Fred Topel:
And when you do the sites for this tour, do you have to worry about staying in tannin with the stories going on or is it really a standalone?

John Cena:
No, when we go over there it is pretty much all hands on deck. Everybody is - we’re not there for us. We’re there for the soldiers so it’s - we kind of leave our differences stateside and go over there as a group to spread a positive message. 

Fred Topel:
Well that doesn’t mean you could give up the championship over there, right?

John Cena:
Yeah, if - I mean you certainly can win and lose matches. We definitely have a show and we do have winners and losers. But as far as when we meet the troops and do these handshake tours, it’s all in good fun. 

Fred Topel:
Now what do you expect coming up for this weekend’s Armageddon?

John Cena:
I expect that Chris Jericho is going to get a whipping. I don’t know. I think - I honestly think there’s a lot of great matches. This certainly is a Pay-Per-View that vaults us right into the New Year. 


It’s WWE’s late Pay-Per-View in December and I think for me it’s - I’m just - I’m really, really happy to be back. I don’t like sitting on the sidelines. I’m glad I could go on this Tribute to the Troops trip. 


I’m glad I could come back for Survivor Series, especially and win the World Heavyweight Championship. 


And for me, this being my first Heavyweight Title defense on Pay-Per-View, those are always really, really important matches for us. 


So I just want to show the WWE fans that I haven’t lost it. I haven’t lost a step. I’m as healthy as I ever was. I’m as strong as I ever was. 


And I just don’t want them to have any doubts about me. And I’m going to show them that they don’t need to at Armageddon.

Fred Topel:
And what’s going on for your movie career? I know you finished 12 Rounds with Renny Harlin. 

John Cena:
Yeah. 

Fred Topel:
Are there any more in the works? And what about your music?
John Cena:
Well 12 Rounds is wrapped. The release date will be March 27, so it’ll be available in theaters March 27. 


Hopefully, if everything goes on schedule, maybe I’ll start filming another movie hopefully sometime in May. I don’t know. That’s still kind of in the works. 


Music is kind of fly by night. I’m kind of taking - I’m like a verse on demand type of guy. People call me up for a verse here and a verse there. I certainly have no solo projects in the works. 


But I’ve done some work with Back40 Records which is owned by Carl Edwards. I’ve done some work with Snoop Dogg. I’ve done some work with Freddie Foxxx. Just here and there, you know, kind of on demand.

Fred Topel:
All right, well thank you guys and thanks for doing this event. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Operator:
Gordon Holmes, Comcast.net. 

Gordon Holmes:
Hey John, hey Art. Thanks for taking the time to talk to us today. 

John Cena:
Thank you. 

Gordon Holmes:
Art, could you talk to us a little bit about what effect the WWE Superstars have on the morale of the troops?

Art Myers:
Well it is the biggest event of the year. In fact, we just came back and I’m already getting emails from the military personnel when they’re coming back. The WWE Entertainment is a lot different than others. 


We have big name entertainers go over there and they put on a big show at one or two bases, and they’re gone. 


But with the WWE we go over there a few days early and we fly to the most remote sites you can find throughout the country and we actually meet the troops, talk to the troops. I mean do whatever. 


So it’s really one-on-one. So it is probably the biggest morale boost of all. Now one thing I want to tell you about John Cena, you know, in 2007 he was injured. 


So early on, you know, I’d talked to Vince McMahon. I said we got to get John to go. And of course, there was no question of him going. So even though he was injured he went. 


And one other thing about John, John is a superstar in the ring. He is the Champion. He is a role model. I go to high schools, they talk about John Cena. The military talks about John Cena. 


But what you see in the ring you see in life. John is a champion and a role model outside of the ring. And no matter what military personnel asks him to do, he is there. 


He visits our military bases if they’re near where they’re going to have an event and so forth. So he is really a role model and the WWE does have the biggest impact on the military no matter where they go. 

Gordon Holmes:
Amazing. Now I’m told that the WWE are the only superstars coming on this holiday. Is there a specific reason behind that?

Art Myers:
What now? Say again?

Gordon Holmes:
Why other celebrities aren’t making the trip this year. 

Art Myers:
Well what we’ve seen is we’ve seen a number of main celebrities go, but it wasn’t - there’s not as many as there was early on. And I don’t know if some of them feel by going over they’re being associated with the war or support for the war. 


But I tell everyone it has nothing to do with politics. It’s about supporting the military personnel. They’re over there doing their duty, so go on over and do whatever entertainment you can do. 

Gordon Holmes:
I agree 100%. John, now that’s some very high praise coming from Art. Now for somebody with your…
John Cena:
(Unintelligible).

Gordon Holmes:
Now for someone with your credentials, I got to wonder like how hard is it to wrestle with that kind of jet lag?

John Cena:
Oh that’s - it’s not at all difficult. We have such a packed schedule over there, you really only sleep a few hours a day. And it takes a long time to get over there on that C-17, so you certainly catch up on sleep on the flight. 

Gordon Holmes:
Who can we look forward to seeing on the show on December 20?

John Cena:
You can look forward to seeing not only the best of the WWE, but the best of the US military. Like Art said, we traveled to so many forward operating bases. I think collectively we hit over 20 this year. 


So you’ll see holiday greetings from a bevy of troops over there. You’ll see the WWE Superstars doing what they do best and that’s entertaining. 


And you’ll see celebrity messages as well as a message from the Commander in Chief. 

Gordon Holmes:
Very cool. Also I…
Art Myers:
And to set the story straight, they visited 26 sites. That was the most sites ever visited by any entertainment group in the history of entertainment for military personnel. 

Gordon Holmes:
Wow. 

John Cena:
Wow. 

Gordon Holmes:
John, now I noticed in past episodes you’ve had an opportunity to participate in some freestyle wrestling competitions…

John Cena:
Yeah. 

Gordon Holmes:
…with the troops. Was there any of that this year?

John Cena:
No, no it was really - I’m surprised I didn’t get challenged this year. That seems to be like a yearly event. 


I guess I got to step my game up and, you know, keep my street cred up. But no challenges this year. More and more challenges to arm wrestling and like weight lifting competitions and possible rap-offs. 

Gordon Holmes:
Right. Now be honest, how did you do in those arm wrestling competitions?

John Cena:
Oh I lost every one of them. 

Gordon Holmes:
All right, thanks a lot guys. 

Operator:
April MacIntyre, Monsters and Critics. 

April MacIntyre:
Hey, back again. 

John Cena:
Back again. 

April MacIntyre:
John, is The Great Khali going - did he go?

John Cena:
He did not go this year. I don’t know - I know we can fit - just barely fit Big Show into a plane at 7 feet. I don’t know how we’d wedge Khali in there at about 7’5” and he doesn’t bend too well. 

April MacIntyre:
Right. 

John Cena:
But I really think he should make a trip over just because of the spectacle of a man that he is. I think the troops would certainly get a kick out of just his shock factor alone. 


But like I said, this certainly isn’t the last year we’re going. You know, every year that troops are over in Iraq or regardless of where they are, in conflict time or peace time, I think now that the WWE has such a great relationship with Armed Forces Entertainment you’re going to see us do some sort of holiday special from somewhere every year. 

April MacIntyre:
Right. So can I ask you what’s the deal with Jeff Hardy?

John Cena:
You would have to be a little bit more specific. My answer would be that he is a man who breathes oxygen. What specifically would you like to know?

April MacIntyre:
The Boston story, the stairwell, unconscious, you know. 

John Cena:
I didn’t hear anything about that. But…

April MacIntyre:
That was in the news. 

John Cena:
Yeah, I - if you could be - help me out a little bit. 

April MacIntyre:
He was found - he was allegedly found unconscious on the (unintelligible)…

((Crosstalk)) 

John Cena:
Oh yeah. 

April MacIntyre:
Yeah. 

John Cena:
I can’t believe CNN actually picked that up right?

April MacIntyre:
Yeah. 

John Cena:
I don’t know. 

April MacIntyre:
So did we. 

John Cena:
I don’t know how to tell you this, but WWE stands for World Wrestling Entertainment. 

April MacIntyre:
Got you, got you. 

John Cena:
I - okay, have I answered your question?

April MacIntyre:
Yes you have. 

John Cena:
All right. 

April MacIntyre:
Last question, Johnny Knoxville who got (ponged) by The Great Khali…
John Cena:
Yes?

April MacIntyre:
Have you enlisted any NBCU - any NBC celebrities to do something like along the lines of Johnny Knoxville where, you know, they ham it up and come in and say ridiculous things to get a beat down?

John Cena:
Not specifically for Tribute to the Troops only because that’s a show that’s done with a little bit more of a positive spirited nature. 

April MacIntyre:
Got it. 

John Cena:
But you never know who’s going to show up on WWE programming. Jimmy Rollins was on our television show last night in Philadelphia. Philly World Champion, Jimmy Rollins was on last night. 


So you never know who shows up. And when they do show up, regardless of who advises them they usually always want to get involved just because of the atmosphere of our crowd. 


It’s something you want to be involved with. So you never can tell who’s going to show up on the next Monday Night Raw.

April MacIntyre:
Sure. Mr. Myers?

Art Myers:
Yes?
April MacIntyre:
I know that you touched a bit on the logistics of getting the wrestlers to the event. I was wondering if you could be more specific and let us know how the Armed Services arranges the travel and how the - how you get the wrestlers from the United States over there like that?
Art Myers:
All right. For instance, this year we did the show in Washington, D.C., so right after the show we will transport them to - we went - left out of Andrews Air Force Base. We took off about 0130. 


The show ended at 11:00. So 0130, we are airborne. And it took us about nine and a half hours to get to Ramstein where we refuel. 


And while we were there John Cena, Vince McMahon and several of the wrestlers, we’d go to Landstuhl Medical Center to visit the injured troops that are there. 


And it was very fortunate, this time there was only two in ICU that had recently been injured in Iraq. But every year we go there. 


And then we’ll have a meal there, and then it’s about a five hour flight into Iraq. We got in about two in the morning, give you time to get quarters, eat and so forth. And 7:00 in the morning we are up and at it. 


And we arrange all the logistics with the people over there - our schedule and so forth. So, in the past we’ve left out of Charleston but we find it easier leaving right out of Andrews. 


So in the past our flight has been delayed and we’ve got in at 6:00 in the morning and at 8:00 we are on the road. So it is non-stop. 


And I will tell you, all of the WWE people are always full of energy no matter who they meet or what they have to do. 

April MacIntyre:
John, they say the biggest guys cry like babies. Do you get gutted when you go to these ICU units and when these kids give you their patches from combat? Does it just get you?
John Cena:
It just - it makes me proud. And the most amazing thing when you talk to most of these folks in ICU who have - like I said, IED is a common reason that a lot of soldiers are in there. 


The main thing that they say is that they want to get healthy as soon as they can and they want to get back in action as soon as they can. And that’s where it kind of gets you. 


Like there are people that have risked their life and damn near made the ultimate sacrifice for their nation, and you’d think that they’re “out of the woods” and all they want to do is get healthy and get back. 


And that just - it speaks volumes for the camaraderie over there, the camaraderie that develops over there. And that’s what gets you. 

Sharon Pannozzo:
This is Sharon. We have time for two more questions. 

April MacIntyre:
Thank you. 

Operator:
Thank you. The next question comes from Matt Fowler, IGN TV. 

Matt Fowler:
Mr. John Cena, how are you?

John Cena:
Pretty good man. How are you doing?

Matt Fowler:
Good. Are you - did I hear you correctly when you said that the Tribute to the Troops show was the brainchild of JBL?

John Cena:
That’s correct.

Matt Fowler:
The man who just recently threw you through a car windshield?

John Cena:
Oh you know what, I’d like to think it was out of a competitive nature, yeah. 

Matt Fowler:
Are the boys over there in Iraq and Afghanistan, and so forth, are they able to keep up with WWE programming on a regular basis?

John Cena:
Yeah, all of our programming is broadcast through Armed Forces Network so it’s - they get everything we do. I even - I don’t know if we actually have Pay-Per-View broadcasts over there as well. 


But certainly with the, you know, enormous amount of broadcasting that WWE has, they can get results of the Pay-Per-View, as well as the fact that they’re connected to the Internet. They can go on WWE.com. They certainly do get all of our broadcast programming. 

Matt Fowler:
Okay, so there is - even though there are major superstars going over there, there wouldn’t be say a newcomer within the past, you know, 10 or 12 months in the WWE that they wouldn’t know because they could see them?

John Cena:
Oh yeah absolutely. I mean we - I’m trying to think of some of the new guys. We brought R-Truth over this year. 
Matt Fowler:
Well I’m think of like someone like Kofi Kingston or somebody like that. 

John Cena:
Yeah. I mean…

Matt Fowler:
(Unintelligible) come up. 

John Cena:
Yeah we always - we - I mean we try to bring literally everybody we can over there, and they’re always recognized. They keep up with the product as much as anybody else. 

Matt Fowler:
Oh great. Is that a new shirt that I saw you debut a couple weeks ago, the new Hustle, Loyalty and Respect shirt?
John Cena:
Darn tootin’ it is. 

Matt Fowler:
It looks like - yeah, it’s sort of like an AWA logo. 

John Cena:
I don’t know where you would ever get that notion. I think it looks more like a John Cena logo. No, I’m kidding. That was completely an idea that I’d been messing around with for a bit and I just - I wanted to get it right. 


And it kind of debuted at the right time. And I think - I don’t know, I’ve really taken - it’s amazing. We’re sitting here talking about our Tribute to the Troops episode. I’ve taken a lot of my “catchphrases” and I guess stuff that you see on T-Shirts from military discipline. 


And I try to put it on the shirts because that’s what people buy. That’s what people relate to you when they, you know, when they see you on television. And that’s just - that’s how I conduct my life. 


I’ve always tried to work my butt off, respect everybody, respect me and be loyal to those who are backing your play. So I kind of - you know, it is a cool T-Shirt. And if you look at it is a rendition of the AWA logo, but what that…

Matt Fowler:
Hey, there’s nothing wrong with that. 

John Cena:
No, with that shirt and with all my other stuff, I really try to send what I consider as a positive message out to anybody buying stuff. 

Matt Fowler:
Cool, that sounds awesome. Art Myers, can you explain a little bit about how you choose exactly where the WWE Superstars are going to visit each and every year?

Art Myers:
What we do is we get with the CENTCOM down at MacDill and they actually go out to the area. And they get with the leaders over there to see where they want us to go. 


And of course, we say well we just want to go to the most remote sites. So probably we - we’ve been doing this for six years. We went five times to Iraq and once to Afghanistan. 


I think we’re at a point where we have probably visited just about every site and camp in Iraq. The WWE has probably been at more sites and camps than most military personnel will go. 


But we always want to go to the most remote sites. I know this time they went to a small camp near the Syrian border.


There was about 150 military personnel and they were just awesome when they saw the WWE Superstars, and of course the Divas, get off the Blackhawk. 


So we want to go to - we don’t want to go to the big name bases, we want to go to the remote sites. 

Matt Fowler:
Do - are there petitions that are signed to try to get you guys to come next year to certain spots?

Art Myers:
No, we leave it up to the commanders. I get all kinds of emails, are you coming here? Are you coming there, and so forth. And I always tell them well we’re going to try to get to as many locations as we want. 


If the troops had their way we would visit every single site in Iraq and Afghanistan and all the surrounding countries. So that’s why we just leave it to the commanders to decide. 


And sometimes there might be a place where they’ve been in firefights, they’ve had a lot of combat and they morale boost so we’ll go. 

Matt Fowler:
Great, great. And one last question for John. Is - are there faces that you didn’t expect to see again, say aside from event coordinators and such but, you know, troops that you’ve recognized on visits?

John Cena:
No, like I said. The US Army works on a 15-months deployment. I think Air Force is maybe half of that. So it really is a changing of the guard each time we go over there, and I think that’s what’s best. 


You get to meet - like I - we get to meet as many of these different soldiers as we can. 

I think the five years that I’ve been there, recognizing so many people in domestic airports and just at event domestically, that’s where I get to see the same faces again. 


It’s - you really do meet an entirely new crop of people over there every time we go.
Matt Fowler:
All right. Thank you very much. 

Operator:
Joe Szczechowski, Press Focus Newspapers.

Sharon Pannozzo:
Okay, and these will be the last series of questions. 

Joe Szczechowski:
Okay, great. Well thank you very much again guys for taking the call and doing this, and for all your good work. 


John, I feel like I should know this as a fan of yours, but a lot of your ring persona has military trappings: the salute, the slogan, the dog tags that you wear. Did that come before your involvement in the trips overseas or is that a byproduct of that?

John Cena:
No, that was just a gradual development of my character. And certainly those overseas trips helped me in really displaying that because not only is - like the salute certainly is a personal thing for me to everybody defending this country. 


The dog tags, they have the names of all my family members and I wear them around my neck because I don’t have any tattoos. 


And the shirts, like I said, are just any slogan that I really want to put on front street. I really want to make sure that it’s a positive motivational message. 


And a lot of that ideology I take from the military. So it was a general slow development of my character, but those trips certainly did help in molding that. 

Joe Szczechowski:
Great. Well thank you again. I really appreciate it. 

John Cena:
You got it. 

Sharon Pannozzo:
I’d like to take this time to thank everyone for their participation on this conference call today and I’d particularly like to thank Art Myers and John Cena. 


Just a reminder again, the Tribute to the Troops special will air on NBC Saturday, December 20 at 9:00 pm Eastern Time. 


If anybody is interested in the replay of this conference call you can dial (888) 562-2900 through December 22. Once again, (888) 562-2900 by December 22. 


And this concludes the conference call. Thank you so much.  

John Cena:
Thanks everybody. 

Carol Janson:
There will - thanks very, very much John and Art. There will be a transcript of the call. I should have it tomorrow and I will send it out to everybody that I invited and Sharon will have a copy. And WWE will have a copy, so you all should receive it. 


If you haven’t, you can contact me at Carol.Janson@nbcuni.com. Everybody have a wonderful, wonderful holiday and I think it was great that you went to entertain the troops. 

John Cena:
Thank you very much. 

Art Myers:
Okay, thank you. 

Carol Janson:
Bye. Bye everyone. 

END

